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Legislation on the Protection of Water Resources in
the Inland River Basins of Northwestern China
LIU Zhi-ren*?
(1. School of Politics and Administration, Chang’an University, Xi’an 710064;
2. School of Law, Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an 710049, China)

Abstract: The protection of water resources in the inland river basins of Northwestern China is vital for environmental
protection, economic development and social stability in Northwestern China. However, due to the particularity of the
climate, geography, economy and culture within the water basins, China’s national law on water resources protection
cannot properly and effectively work there. The overall differences between the inland and outland river basins, the
similarities’ within the inland river basins and the insufficiency and conflict demonstrated by the existing laws and
regulations all require that a new special law should be created, targeting at the protection of water resources in the
inland river basins of Northwestern China. Legislative purposes and principles and specific legal system should be
integrated in the design and draft of this new special law..

Keywords: inland river basin of Northwestern China; water resources; protection of water resources; basic law;

legislative studies
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