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Abstract: China is the first country to officially put forward Ecological Civilization Construction. On the basis of
summarization of great pioneering practices of China’s ecological civilization construction, this paper puts forward
the ideas that ecological civilization development road with Chinese characteristics should explore a road which in-
tegrates with comprehensive construction of well-off society and socialist modernization construction, explore a
new road of ecological environment protection, explore a road of civilization promotion, explore a road with all the
citizens’ participation and innovation, explore an ecological civilization realization road with differences for differ-
ent regions, explore a road of opening-up and cooperation, and explore a road of constructing harmonious and co-
ordinated value systems and institutional systems between humans and nature.

Keywords: ecological civilization; development road; Chinese characteristics; practices; exploration

1. Introduction

20 years ago, over 100 countries gathered in Rio de Ja-
neiro, the capital city of Brazil, and promised to the
world that we would implement the sustainable devel-
opment strategy together in order to maintain the sus-
tainable development of human beings and the earth.
Therefore, an epoch-making global declaration has come
into being. For 20 years, humans have commonly ac-
cepted the sustainable development ideas and have made
tremendous efforts for it. However, to our disappoint-
ment and confusion, the effects of our efforts are not
satisfactory. The global ecological environment has been
improved only in some areas and the overall continual
deterioration situation of the global ecological environ-
ment has not been fundamentally changed and the sus-
tainable development ability has not been evidently im-
proved. Ecological crisis, resources crisis, financial cri-
sis and survival crisis still have severely threatened hu-
mans and the earth. What are the fundamental causes for
these? There are a number of reasons to account for.
One of the root causes is that we try to explore sustain-
able development roads under the industrial civilization
framework.

2. Sustainable Development Calls for the
New Civilization

Major Project of National Social Science Fund: Research on Chi-
na’s Ecological Civilization Development Strategy and its Regional

Realization. (Project No: 07&0ZD19)

For a long time, the world’s sustainable development
strategy has mainly focused on ecological environment
construction, change of production mode and change of
lifestyle and has never touched the core values and insti-
tutional systems of industrial civilization. The value
roots and institution roots for destroying ecological envi-
ronment have not been wavered. Anthropocentrism, the
core value of industrial civilization, has still dominated
the global economic, social, and ecological development
trend. Humans have tried every means to maximize in-
terests and profits and thus resulted in wars, poverty and
disasters. On the one hand, humans try to solve envi-
ronment problems, on the other hand, humans have
adopted new ways to pollute environment. The whole
world is faced with worse environment-development
conflicts and social conflicts with different forms and
spatial spans for different countries. In this sense, sus-
tainable development practices have underestimated
solid institutional systems of industrial civilization and
the deep influences of industrial civilization on humans.
It ignored that the essential and the most difficult task
for keeping the harmonious development between hu-
mans and nature is to make fundamental reforms on val-
ue orientations and institutional arrangement of indus-
trial civilization. To make it clear, sustainable develop-
ment is a giant, complex, multi-party-related, institution-
change-involved issue which should not be simply and



Science and Engineering Publishing Company

Proceedings of International Conference on Social Science and Environmental Protection 1SBN: 978-0-98535-401-5

equally treated as ecological environment construction
and change of humans’ behaviors. Practices have shown
that sustainable development ideas are born on the re-
flection of industrial civilization but it is difficult to real-
ize sustainable development under the social ideology of
industrial civilization. Sustainable development calls for
ecological civilization and awaits responsible countries
to initiate the ecological civilization construction and
explore new roads for the global sustainable develop-
ment.

3. Great Pioneering Practices of China’s
Ecological Civilization Construction

China is the first country to officially put forward eco-
logical civilization construction and also one of the early
countries to accept sustainable development ideas and
actively implement sustainable development strategy. In
1972, China took part in the first United Nations Con-
ference on the Human Environment in the Swedish capi-
tal city Stockholm. In 1992, we made solemn promises
of promoting sustainable development to the whole
world in Rio Declaration on Environment and Develop-
ment. In 1994, China’s 21% Century Agenda came into
being and symbolized the formation of the basic national
strategy of China’s sustainable development. After the
16™ National Congress of Communist Party of China,
we have done much theoretical preparation and practical
exploration for China’s ecological civilization strategy.
Under the guidance of the concept of scientific devel-
opment, we have originally put forward some strategies
like “building resource saving and environmentally
friendly society”, “socialist harmonious society”, “civi-
lized development road featuring a thriving economy, an
affluent life and a sound eco-system”, and implement
some measures like “ecological province construction”,
“circular economy development”, “development priority
zones” and so on. In 2007, in the 17" National Congress
of Communist Party of China, we initially put forward
the ecological civilization construction, granted the eco-
logical civilization construction the same equal impor-
tant status as economic construction, political construc-
tion, cultural construction and social construction and
treated ecological civilization construction as one impor-
tant part to accelerate the change of economic develop-
ment mode. Ecological civilization construction has be-
come one important part of national strategy. It is one of
the important strategic tasks for building a well-off soci-
ety and socialism with Chinese characteristics. It is also
the great pioneering work for China to achieve great
rejuvenation of Chinese nations and promote the global
green change from industrial civilization to ecological
civilization. It plays the leading and breakthrough role in
the exploration of new roads and new modes for global
sustainable development.

4. Industrious Exploration of Ecological
Civilization Development Road with Chi-
nese Characteristics

To construct ecological civilization, we have to take
China’s unique actual conditions into consideration and
take an ecological development road with Chinese char-
acteristics. China is a developing country in the process
of industrialization and modernization. While we are
constructing ecological civilization under the actual
condition of not-well developed industrial civilization,
we have to inherit and carry forward the merits of indus-
trial civilization and correct the malpractices of indus-
trial civilization. We have to not only solve all the prac-
tical social, economic and ecological problems but also
construct and perfect the theoretical systems, institu-
tional systems and behavior systems. We should not
protect the ecological environment at the sacrifice of
economic development, nor should we do ecological
pillages and environment pollution shift to other coun-
tries like some capitalist countries. We have to quicken
the speed of ecological civilization construction in China
and responsibly take the obligation of guiding the global
ecological civilization construction and so on. Therefore,
it is a significant question we have to consider carefully
concerning the issue of what ecological civilization con-
struction road we have to take.

Ecological civilization development road with Chi-
nese characteristics is a new road for sustainable devel-
opment. We have no experience to learn from but de-
pend on ourselves to seek and explore. Based on the
strategic instructions of Central Committee of Commu-
nist Party of China, in the phase of comprehensive con-
struction of well-off society, China’s ecological civiliza-
tion construction mainly focuses on the building of re-
source-saving and environment-friendly society and has
been advanced from four aspects:

e Enhance ecological environment construction,
save energy, reduce emission and alleviate all the
ecological environmental problems we are faced
with.

e  Accelerate the change of economic development
mode and change the environmentally-unfriendly
production modes and life-styles.

e Promote system innovation and mechanism in-
novation and establish the resource-saving and
environment-friendly institutional systems.

e Firmly build up ecological civilization concepts
in all walks of life and change the value orienta-
tions which are not good for the harmonious de-
velopment between humans and nature.

This strategic deployment has constructed the core
skeleton of the ecological civilization development road
with Chinese characteristics and has shown the general
direction of the road. We believe the ecological civiliza-
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tion development road with Chinese characteristics in-
cludes at least the following aspects.

4.1. Industriously Explore a Road which Inte-
grates with Comprehensive Construction of
Well-off Society and Socialist Modernization
Construction

China’s ecological civilization construction is an integral
part of the overall arrangements for the cause of social-
ism with Chinese characteristics, which is not only the
new requirement for the comprehensive construction of
well-off society, but also the important content for the
change of economic development mode and socialist
modernization construction. China’s ecological civiliza-
tion construction can not be separated from vivid social-
ist construction, but to be integrated into all the fields of
economic construction, social construction, cultural con-
struction, political construction and environmental con-
struction. Ecological civilization development strategy
framework will be formed which is composed of eco-
logical economy, ecological politics, ecological culture,
ecological society, and ecological environment. Cur-
rently, ecological civilization construction should be
particularly integrated with the socialist culture devel-
opment. The value orientations of harmonious develop-
ment between humans and nature should be further pro-
jected in the socialist core value system and the ecologi-
cal ethics and morals of Chinese traditional culture
should be inherited and carried forward. The ecological
civilization awareness and knowledge should be popu-
larized and enhanced in the national educational system.
The culture industries and public culture undertakings
develop with ecological civilization construction and
form the ecological culture competitiveness advantages
with international influences, creating a large number of
excellent works related to the themes of love of nature,
love of life, green development, ecological development
and sustainable development.

4.2. Industriously Explore a New Road of Eco-
logical Environment Construction with Ecologi-
cal Civilization Ideas

It is an important and urgent practical problem to im-
prove ecological environment as quickly as possible. So
we initially advance ecological civilization construction
in the field of ecological construction and environment
protection. We have achieved breakthrough progress in
ecological environmental construction and the new envi-
ronment protection road has been taking shape. Practices
have shown that there are essential differences with fully
different approaches and effects between ecological en-
vironment construction under the guidance of industrial
civilization and ecological environment construction
under the guidance of ecological civilization. Ecological
civilization follows the idea that “earth is our mother

and nature is our home”. We protects ecological envi-
ronment as we protect our home rather than do it just
because of the deterioration of ecological environment.
Following ecological civilization ideas, China has taken
the new environment protection road of low cost, good
economic returns, low emission and sustainable princi-
ples, promoted the historic transformation of environ-
ment protection, and set a good example to explore the
ecological civilization construction road with Chinese
characteristics.

4.3. Industriously Explore a Civilization Promo-
tion Road

China’s ecological civilization construction not only has
to inherit and carry forward the positive content of in-
dustrial civilization but also has to go beyond industrial
civilization and achieve the promotion from industrial
civilization to ecological civilization and from human
civilization to earth civilization. Earth civilization means
much more than humans’ civilization. We believe indus-
trial civilization is humans’ civilization but ecological
civilization is the civilization of earth which treats hu-
mans and nature as two equally important subjects. Eco-
logical civilization is the progressive process and posi-
tive results of harmonious development between humans
and nature and also the sum of natural ecological sys-
tem’s civilization and humans’ civilization. The subjects
to civilize the natural eco-system are humans and natural
eco-system. To realize the civilization of natural eco-
system, we have to enhance environmental construction
and respect and obey nature’s laws and rules, which is a
process that humans change nature and nature changes
nature itself. The subjects to make human’s civilization
sustainable are humans. As humans’ civilization is the
highly developed system, sustainability of humans’ civi-
lization is to make green reform of the current material
civilization, spiritual civilization and political civiliza-
tion, which is the process that nature influences humans
and humans influence humans. Admitting natural eco-
system’s civilization symbolizes the progress of human
civilization and progressiveness of ecological civiliza-
tion. Only in this way can humans really respect nature
and the harmonious development between nature and
humans be kept on the basis of equality.

4.4. Industriously Explore a Road with all the
Citizens’ Participation and Innovation

It is a key issue to put the advanced philosophical
thoughts of ecological civilization into all the citizens’
practices and actions and realize the green change of
production mode and lifestyle. Since the national strat-
egy of ecological civilization construction was put for-
ward, the academic circle has done comprehensive and
deep researches and achieved countless fruits. Depart-
ments in Central Committee and local governments in
different levels have actively taken actions and achieved

3
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a lot. In particular, Ministry of Environmental Protection,
Forestry Administration, Development and Reform
Committee, Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural De-
velopment and relevant government bodies become the
major forces. A large number of model cities and model
regions with great ecological environment construction
achievements have arisen. The majority of provinces in
China have put ecological civilization construction into
the 12" five-year planning and called for all forces to
participate in ecological civilization construction
through the approaches of economic structure adjust-
ment, market supervision, space administration, people's
livelihood projects, social construction and institutional
reform. The masses of the people have huge ecological
needs and innovation ability, high passion for ecological
civilization construction, self-confidence and self-
consciousness of ecological culture of Chinese nation.
We have to call for the masses of the people to get in-
volved in ecological civilization construction, firmly
establish ecological civilization ideas in all walks of life,
and seek new approaches and modes of green actions.
We have to encourage academic circle to do more inno-
vation, and audaciously put forward some new ideas,
new approaches and new measures. We have to encour-
age governments to make administration innovation,
expand money input, unify policies, enhance legal sys-
tem construction and market supervision, and alter the
production ways and lifestyles through incentive mecha-
nisms and restraint mechanisms. We also have to ear-
nestly summarize the innovation achievements, experi-
ence, and modes and make them popular after system-
atic integration.

4.5. Industriously Explore an Ecological Civili-
zation Realization Road with differences for Dif-
ferent Regions

Regional incoordination and disorderly competition are
the serious causes of China’s continual ecological envi-
ronment deterioration. To ensure the realization of na-
tional ecological civilization development strategy, we
must decompose regions and implement ecological civi-
lization construction differently. China is a country with
huge space differences. The basis, conditions, difficul-
ties, barriers and approaches of ecological civilization
construction for different regions will be different. So
we have to adopt different ways and policies to imple-
ment ecological civilization construction. “Development
Priority Zones” is a good way to explore and a good
example to solve the problem of regional differences in
ecological civilization construction. At present, there are
52 ecological civilization construction experiment cities
or counties. Ecological civilization demonstration pro-
jects in experiment cities or counties of the west of Chi-
na have been run. We have to further instruct and sup-
port these regions to explore the ways and modes for
ecological civilization construction in different regions

and provide more valuable experiences and new modes
for the ecological civilization development road with
Chinese characteristics.

4.6. Industriously Explore a Road of Opening-
up and Cooperation

Ecological civilization is the common ideal and enter-
prise of all the humans. Different countries and nations
have different political institutions, cultural features, and
interests appeal, but the same recognition of ecological
values. Therefore, China’s ecological civilization con-
struction has received the universal recognition and
praise which has become one important platform for
opening-up and international cooperation. We have to be
more open and responsible to enhance international co-
operation, actively prompt universal ecological civiliza-
tion construction, and investigate together the new
framework, new roads and new methods for the sustain-
able development. We have to take measures together to
tackle climate change. We have to do researches to-
gether to develop recycling technology and low carbon
technology and improve resource utilization efficiency.
We have to make extensive international cooperation in
the fields of energy exploitation, energy saving and
emission reduction, city planning and construction and
so on in order to promote the whole world’s sustainable
development.

4.7. Industriously Explore a Road of Construct-
ing the Harmonious and Coordinated Value
Systems and Institution Systems between Hu-
mans and Nature

Constructing the harmonious and coordinated value sys-
tems and institution systems between humans and nature
is the fundamental and essential problem for ecological
civilization construction to solve. The essential differ-
ences between industrial civilization and ecological civi-
lization are the differences of value orientations and in-
stitution arrangement. The difficulty and the highlight lie
in how to establish new value systems and institution
systems in society and replace the anthropocentrism
value orientation and institution arrangement of indus-
trial civilization. However, it is not easy at all. Industrial
civilization, with the promotion of technological revolu-
tion, has created enormous material wealth, greatly satis-
fied humans’ material and cultural needs, and appealed
to humans’ selfishness, greed, and pursuit of material
enjoyment. What’s more, a variety of theories and insti-
tutions make all of them reasonable and legal. They suc-
cessfully set up effective market incentive mechanisms
to take advantage of humans’ desires which become
great force to promote economic and social development.
Therefore, to change the value systems and institution
systems of industrial civilization, the most difficult tasks
for ecological civilization construction are to provide
sufficient supply of ecological needs, spiritual needs and

4
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material needs, to establish approaches and institutions
to motivate good morals and ethics such as kindness,
self-abnegation and dedication, and to form great forces
to promote social progress with new value orientations.
In this sense, ecological civilization construction has a
long and tough way to go. Ecological civilization society
needs great theoretical innovation, technological break-
through and institutional reform.

It is a great task that the history gifts for the Chinese
nation to explore the ecological civilization development
road with Chinese characteristics. We have been explor-
ing this road. At present time, it is difficult to accurately
make theoretical generalization of the scientific connota-
tion of this road. However, the road has been taken, and
will be taken by us. We hopefully believe, as long as we
are under the guidance of view of scientific development,
unswervingly carry forward the ecological civilization
construction, and dauntlessly explore and innovate, can
we successfully seek out a socialist ecological civiliza-
tion road with Chinese characteristics, making great con-
tribution not only to China but also to the world’s sus-
tainable development.
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On Approaches for Development Strategies of Regional Ecological Civilization

DENG Ling
( College of Economy, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan, 610064 ,China)

Abstract: The 17th CCP Congress has put forward a basic concept for Chinas national ecological civi-

lizations in terms of theories and practice. This research is, based on the limitations of sustainable de-

velopment strategies, to analyze the social contexts and practical significances in industrial civiliza-

tions. It focuses on the foundations and solutions to realize regional ecological civilizations.

Key words; ecological civilizations, regional practice, district, regions
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