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Abstract: Since the Enlightenment in Europe, the globalization of knowledge has acceler-
ated. The concept of “World Literature” in the 19th century and the concept of “Ethnic
Literature” or “literary anthropology” in the 20th — century emerged successively. The
displacement of the concepts not only means the change from the colonial era to the post-
colonial era, but also shows the transformation in the aspect of literature from a closed time
of national literature to the Post-Anthropology time. The most important contribution of
Cultural Anthropology to the 20th century is not the discipline of knowledge itself, but
rather the global consciousness of the culture diversity which plays a role of re-enlighten-
ment. The extending of the idea of cultural diversity from anthropological perspective and
studies to literary writing as well as the innovative new practices in humanities is rapidly
changing the colonial era remnants in the academic and the education system, opening a
brand-new view relating literature and the ethics in criticism. In what sense could Chinese
scholars’ appeal on the emerging of a cross-disciplinary “ literary anthropology” replace the
old term “world literature” which rooted in Euro-centrism is dependent on the universality

of the construction of ethnic literature theory and its potential for operational application.
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