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The Use of Guan Found in the Unearthed Documents of the

Tang Dynasty from the Western Region
Bi Bo

( School of Chinese Classics Renmin University of China Beijing 100872 China)

Abstract: The use of guan( ) as a monetary unit specifically employed for counting coins in ancient China

has escaped many scholars’ attention. By examining the examples of guan found from the documents both in

Chinese and in the languages of the Western Region which were unearthed in Turfan and Khotan the present

article analyzes how guan was used by the people in this region.

Key words: guan monetary unit Tang Dynasty Western Region document in Chinese document in a

language from Western Region



