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A Study of Telegraphic Communication and the

“Western Imperial Tour” in Gengzi Period

SHI Bin

( College of Politics and Public Administration Zhejiang University of Technology Hangzhou 310231 China)

Abstract: The “Western Imperial Tour” in Gengzi period was a serious political crisis which the government of the

late Qing Dynasty suffered. In this crisis the Qing court’ s political life closely connected with the telegraphic com—

munication. The Boxers’ destruction on the telegraphic facilities caused the collapse of the telegraphic communica—

tion in Chihli and Shanxi. The demand for telegraphic communication stimulated the Qing court to go to Shaanxi. In

addition the telegraphic communication had also produced important effects on negotiation and return of the Qing

court. The breakdown and opening up of the telegraphic communication became an important clue to examine the

political situation of the Qing court which also reflected the technological influence on politics.
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