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The Self Appeal: A Brief Survey of Modern Chinese
Autobiography ( 1919 - 1937)

LIANG Qingbiao
( School of Chinese Language and Literature Jiangxi Normal University Nanchang Jiangxi 330022 China)

Abstract: After the Opium War the wide spread of Western literary and cultural currents especially
of autobiography greatly stimulated the Chinese desire for self — emancipation and self — expression.
After a preparing period of several decades the first golden period of modern Chinese autobiography
came after the May 4th Movement and before the outbreak of the Anti — Japanese War. And it
reached the climax in the 1930s and the quality has been greatly improved revealing the gradually
achieved maturity of modern Chinese autobiography and distinctive features and change of the time
of modern Chinese people”’ s self — consciousness. The rise of modern Chinese autobiography consti—
tutes the important landscape of China’s autobiography history and literary history.
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